
Examiner’s Report East Langton Neighbourhood Plan 

The Examiner has made relatively few amendments to the draft Neighbourhood Plan and has 

confirmed restrictions on the development of employment activities; prioritised affordable 

housing for local people; established an area of separation between East and Church Langton 

and with West Langton; agreed design criteria for new housing; supported a housing mix that 

meets the needs of older people and young families; Accepted the need for development to 

be restricted where it leads to a severe traffic impact; accepted the need for additional 

protection for the heritage aspects we sought to be listed; safeguarded the community 

facilities in the Parish and introduced a range of environmental protections including ones for 

ridge and furrow, trees and hedgerows and bio-diversity generally. 

The Examiner has also agreed that the Coronation Garden and Cricket ground in East Langton 

are to be designated as Local Green Space, along with the Village Green in Church Langton. 

The Examiner did not, however, accept the designation as Local Green Space either for the 

allotments or the Thorpe Path. He commented that both already had protection through 

their status as OSSR sites. The Examiner was also minded to delete the policy on views, 

considering them not to be sufficiently special. 

The examination is a positive one, although there will be disappointment at the refusal of the 

LGS on the allotments and 'Thorpe Path' in Church Langton. Their designation as ‘Open 

Space, Sports and Recreation Sites’ and the protection afforded through this is referenced in 

the determination.  

There are minor policy modifications but the NP as it stands: 

1. Sets precise criteria for the development of windfall sites, including being of an 

appropriate scale; meeting an identified housing requirement; addressing issues of 

road safety; 

2. Supports smaller homes and homes for older people; 

3. Requires affordable housing to be prioritised for local people; 

4. Allows new business development to occur only where it avoids adverse impacts on 

surrounding residential and community amenity and uses; 

5. Supports expansion of agricultural buildings only where the local road system is 

capable of accommodating the traffic and parking can be accommodated on-site and 

there are no significant adverse impacts on neighbours through noise, light or other 

pollution, increased traffic levels or flood risk; 

6. Protects all the community facilities we identified; 

7. Affords added protection to all of the additional buildings we identified as local 

heritage assets (including the allotment and churchyard wall); 

8. Agrees all of the design requirements; 

9. Gives added protection to the Local Green Spaces identified - the cricket ground and 

Coronation Gardens in East and the Village Green in Church; 

10. Agrees to ALL of the 'other environmentally significant sites'; 

11. Ensures that biodiversity will be considered in new development; 

12. Provides added protection to trees and hedges; 



13. Accepts the ridge and furrow policy with slightly softened wording; 

14. Maintains the areas of separation as identified; 

15. Resists development proposals that result in a severe cumulative impact of additional 

traffic (including on narrow roads within the conservation areas). 

All in all, this is a good examination outcome, although the main attention will be on the LGS 

determinations. This should not deflect from the substantial added protections that the Plan 

offers. 

The Examiner concludes ‘I commend the Draft NDP for being well written, logical, clear, 

appropriately concise and intelligible to a reasonably intelligent lay reader with no expertise 

in town and country planning’. 
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