Appendix 5
EVIDENCE BASE FOR PROTECTION OF LOCAL GREEN SPACES
It is a misconception that living in a rural setting means we have unlimited access to open
countryside. All of the land in East Langton Parish is privately owned with the exception of the
village green in Church Langton which is owned by the Parish Council. Nowhere has a ‘right to
roam designation’ nor are there any tracks or bridleways. We have a number of footpaths that
are well used but during the COVID pandemic farmers have complained that the public are
straying off the footpaths into their fields, demonstrating a lack of open space for their
exercise.
Leicestershire County Council’s ‘6Cs Green Infrastructure Strategy’, launched in 2010 to
identify areas of Green Infrastructure which are of strategic importance, showed there were
none in south Leicestershire. The Friends of the Earth survey of Access to Green Space, in
October 2020, gave our area a Green Space Rating of ‘C’ – an average rating for the amount of
green space but the lowest score for access to it.
Church Langton has a development of 17 dwellings that has been granted planning permission
and a number of families have moved into the village recently. The residual housing target
required to satisfy the minimum requirements for Harborough District Council is a minimum
of a further 11 dwellings across the Parish. This added volume of housing will place added
pressure on the existing open spaces.
East Langton Parish has four sites, two in each village, that are of particular importance to the
local communities and are in need of protection by being given the designation Local Green
Space (LGS). They are:
‘Thorpe Path’ Open Space, Church Langton,
‘Village Green’, Church Langton,
‘Cricket Ground’, East Langton,
‘Coronation Gardens’, East Langton.
Al of the above sites were presented as candidate Local Green Spaces in the first
Neighbourhood Plan for the Parish. All except ‘Thorpe Path’ were accepted by the Examiner as
meeting the criteria described in the NPPF.
The Examiner commented as follows in relation to ‘Thorpe Path’:
‘The land described as ‘Thorpe Path’ Open Space, Church Langton (12) is an
attractive green area that satisfies paragraph 77’s first and third indents.
However it does not satisfy the second indent. Further the sustainable location
of this land (not least in being within easy walking distance of the primary
school, which suffers significant “school-run” problems11) in the more
sustainable of the two villages, means that I must consider whether its
designation as an LGS might prevent the making of the Plan from contributing
to the achievement of sustainable development. Its western half is within the
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Church Langton Conservation Area and it is an Open Space Sports and
recreation site, matters that anybody determining a planning application
would have to bear in mind. However it is not in the most sensitive area of the
village. There is a real prospect that it could be needed for development within
the plan period. As such it should not be subject to a policy, intended to last
beyond that period that would prevent development (other than in very special
circumstances) during that period and be capable of enduring beyond the
period’.
The paragraphs from the NPPF to which the Examiner refers are as follows:
100. The Local Green Space designation should only be used where the
green space is:
a)

in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves;

b)
demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local
significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance,
recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its
wildlife; and
c)

local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.

The Examiner has agreed that indents a) and c) are met in relation to Thorpe Path, but that
he was not persuaded that indent b), that the area was demonstrably special to the local
community (including for its recreational value) had been demonstrated sufficiently.
The Examiner was also of the view that the land in question might be needed to meet a
housing need within the Plan period.
The Examiner also failed to support the designation of the Church Langton Allotments as Local
Green Space. This decision is accepted, and it is not intended to press for the allotments to
be designated as Local Green Space in the review of the East Langton Parish Neighbourhood
Plan.
The following narrative outlines the arguments in support of the proposed designations,
providing more evidence in relation to the ‘Thorpe Path’ to address the concerns identified
by the Examiner of the first Neighbourhood Plan and demonstrating why the field should be
designated as a Local Green Space.
‘Thorpe Path’ Open Space, Church Langton
The green space is at the heart of the village of Church Langton, adjacent to the primary school
and within easy walking distance of East Langton. The space is 2.4 acres and is the largest open
space in the village. It is highly valued by the community. It has the Harborough District Council
designation of ‘Open Space, Sport and Recreation’ and at a recent Appeal for development on
the site the Inspector felt that although the designation was made in 2004, “It seems likely to
me that the case for designation could be far greater now than in the past.”
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Appeal Ref: APP/F2415/W/18/3212873
Land rear of the Hanbury Centre, Stonton Road, Church Langton LE16 7SZ
The site is positioned on top of Stonton hill, looking east over the Stonton Brook valley to the
Caudle hills and further, southwest to down the Welland valley towards Corby. A stroll around
the perimeter of the field provides stunning, panoramic views. Then, looking back towards the
village, is the striking tower of St. Peter’s rising out of the trees. The site is bounded by a
species-rich hedge to the south and garden hedges to the west, the eastern boundary being
the school playing field.

Views of the Caudles from Thorpe Path

The field was probably the remnant of parts of two adjacent medieval crofts associated with
dwellings on sites later developed for the Hanbury School. The footpath A79 is of at least 12th
century origin; it was the old way from Thorpe Langton to the mother church (St Peter’s). With
the building of the school in 1873, the space was part of the larger open space used as their
playing field. Where modern houses are now was a HORSA (Hutting Operation for the Raising
of the School-Leaving Age) hut, a pair of classrooms built after the Second World War and
converted into a kindergarten and youth club in the 1990’s. The whole field was extensively
used by the community and the youth club outside of school hours. In 2005 the ownership was
transferred from the Hanbury Charity to the Leicester Diocesan Board of Education who fenced
off the school playing field from the space a few years later.
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View of St Peter's Church from Thorpe Path

The space had goal posts, paid for by the community, for their reputable, amateur, village
football club. When the football club folded, the goal posts were still used by the local youth
until they fell into disrepair and were removed. The field continues to be regularly used by
families and individuals to kick a football around, play rounders and cricket, fly kites and
practice golf swings. The footpath A79 is well used by walking groups, dog walkers and
residents taking exercise. It is the only safe space where children and pets can be allowed to
roam and play without the risk of any nearby roads.

Dog training

Kite flying
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Bike riding

As well as being used for recreation, the space, in its setting of rolling countryside, and variety
of birds including red kites, buzzards and kestrels, as well as smaller hedgerow varieties,
provides an oasis of calm and a space for quiet reflection much valued by the community.
There are two issues that the Examiner raised that need to be addressed in this supporting
document for the designation of ‘Thorpe Path’ as a Local Green Space – that it is not considered
sufficiently special to the community, and that it may be needed for residential development
to help meet the minimum housing target for East Langton Parish.
To gather evidence about whether or not the area is considered to be ‘special’ to local
residents, a questionnaire was distributed to all households in the village in November 2020.
58 households responded, around 60% of households.
When asked to rank the importance of the area from 1 (not important) to 5 (very important),
51 people (89.5%) responded ‘very important. 85.97% of respondents said that they used the
field on at least a weekly basis and 100% of respondents wanted to see the field remain for
recreation purposes into the future.
The full questionnaire analysis is attached to this paper for reference.
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In relation to the potential need for the site for residential development within the Plan period,
this can be addressed with reference to the Call for Sites undertaken as part of the
Neighbourhood Plan Review.
Local landowners were contacted to ascertain their intentions over their land over the Plan
period.
A total of eight sites were put forward for consideration, yielding a total - if all were deemed
suitable for development - of 249 dwellings (against a residual minimum housing target of just
11).
The Neighbourhood Plan has identified preferred sites to meet the minimum housing target
for the Plan period and it is suggested that the concerns about ‘Thorpe Field’ being needed to
address a potential shortfall can now be considered unfounded.
‘Village Green’, Church Langton
The space is sited in the historical centre of the village, at the junction of Main Street and
Stonton Road. To the rear are the gates and Grade ll listed walls of the Old Rectory built in the
1780s.
Vehicles travelling north up the B6047 – Main Street, have a splendid view of the mown Green.
It is surrounded by historic brick structures. Across the road on Main Street is a paddock beside
a Victorian house. Two pre-Victorian farm houses face each other and on Stonton Road
another paddock and 18th century walls – a picturesque village setting.

Church Langton Village Green
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The Village Green fronts, what W.G. Hoskins described as “the most magnificent Rectory in
England” now Grade ll* listed. In 1921 the community paid for the War Memorial which has
the names of the fallen from the Parish who died in the First World War. The congregation of
St. Peter’s parade to lay a wreath on Remembrance Sunday and the school has lessons about
the sacrifices of those named who lost their lives. The village pond was filled in a number of
years ago.
In 2018 the Parish Council had a commemorative seat installed by the War Memorial. This is
positioned to view the Memorial, Stonton Road, and down Main Street. The seat is frequently
used by walkers (sometimes having their lunch) and particularly older residents taking a rest
during their exercise circuit.
Although sometimes difficult to find tranquillity due to the traffic, it is a space of reflection.
However, there is a mature oak and lime tree and two ornamental cherries. The Parish Council,
who own the land, have planted daffodils for a riot of colour in the spring.
‘Cricket Ground’, East Langton
The Cricket Ground is the largest open space in East Langton. It is sited at the top of Main Street
and within five minutes’ walk from Church Langton. It has a club house, two cricket pitches and
practice nets.

East Langton Cricket Ground
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The Ground enhances East Langton’s traditional village ambience. It is known as one of the
prettiest grounds in the county. The clubhouse is in a sunny position and provides a pleasant
setting to spend a summer’s day.
The Cricket Ground was developed, using spoil from local railway construction, over ridge and
furrow land in about 1883 by J W Logan, the owner of the East Langton Grange estate. It was
in use until 1907, reverted to grazing land until 1935, since when it has been a well-known
Leicestershire ground. It is still privately owned but leased to East Langton Cricket Club.
It boasts two thriving cricket teams and youth teams including girls as well as boys. The practice
nets are regularly used by residents as is the field for walking and the footpath A82, which
enters the space at the southern end, leaving by the entrance to the site, by walking groups.
The Ground is also used for community events such as the annual Village Picnic and the
Langtons’ Inter Village Knock Out matches.
A strip of land adjoins the space to the west. Historically this provided access from East Langton
Grange to the church but is now effectively out of use. It has rough grass grazed by sheep with
overgrown, possibly 18th century, hedgerow to west. It is private, but integral to the setting of
the cricket ground itself. The space is a pleasant area of tranquillity and quiet reflection,
bounded by hedges and mature trees.
The space is locally important for wildlife, including three Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) species
of birds and one mammal.
‘Coronation Gardens’, East Langton.
The Coronation Gardens is a small piece of land in the centre of East Langton, on Main Street,
and within easy walking distance from Church Langton. It is privately owned with public access.

Coronation Gardens
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It is an attractive, ornamental garden that was given to the village in 1953 by Colonel Hignett
and his wife, owners of the land and East Langton Grange estate, to commemorate the Queen’s
Coronation. It was laid out by the villagers and the WI donated the trees. The plaque for Best
Kept Village in Leicestershire is still in place.

Coronation Gardens

The Garden is still valued and maintained by the villagers and used for games (tag, tree
climbing, hide and seek, picnics, treasure hunts), rest and relaxation and by visitors (ramblers
etc.).
Tucked away down in the village, the shrubs, trees and overgrown hedge to the rear, provide
a haven for birds and wildlife. It is an oasis of calm and tranquillity, a space for quiet reflection.

Location map of Local Green Spaces
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Questionnaire on the importance and future use of the
Thorpe Path in Church Langton.
1. Introduction
A questionnaire was distributed to all households in Church Langton on behalf of East
Langton Parish Council in November 2020 to gather evidence in support of the proposed
designation of the field as a Local Green Space in the Review of the East Langton Parish
Neighbourhood Plan.
The questionnaire asked residents to rank the importance of the field to them and their
family; how often they used it and what they would like to see in terms of future use of the
field.
Residents were given a week to complete and return the Questionnaire which was available
as a paper copy and on-line.
A drop-off point at the Village Hall was used to post completed Questionnaires and people
could choose to have the Questionnaire collected from a member of the Parish Council if
they preferred.

2. Results.
A total of 58 responses were received from households in Church Langton, representing
almost 60% of total households.
Ranking the importance of the field on a scale from 1 (not important) to 5 (very important);
51 respondents gave the field a 5. 4 scored it a 4 and 2 gave it a 3.

Number of responses
Percentage

5

4

3

2

1

51

4

2

0

0

89.5%

7%

3.5%

0%

0%

1 person skipped this question
The result demonstrates that 89.5% of residents consider the field to be ‘very important’.
Residents were also asked how many people there were in their household, to give an
indication of how many people use the field:
Number of responses
Percentage

1
4
7%

2
24
42%

3
12
21%

4
15
26%

6
1
2%

5
1
2%

This shows that over 150 people use the field and consider it important to the village.
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When asked how often the field is used by respondents and their family, 29 said that
they used the field on a daily basis; 20 use it weekly and 7 use the field on
approximately a monthly basis. 1 respondent never uses the field.

This represents a total of 86% of families that use the field on at least a weekly basis.
A further question asked the community how they would like to see the field used in
the future.
100% of respondents expressed the desire to see the field remain as it is now. One
respondent also indicated that they would like to see grazing on the field.
This signifies overwhelming approval for the use of the field to remain as it is now for
pastime and recreation for all residents of Church Langton.
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3. Conclusion
The responses to the Questionnaire have demonstrated the importance of the field to
residents of Church Langton.
As the only useable open space in the village, it is essential that the field remains
available for the community use for dog walking, informal sports activities and general
recreation.
East Langton Parish Council
December 2020
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Appendix: Community Questionnaire

Thorpe Path (land to the rear of Old School Walk)
Church Langton

view of Thorpe Path

location map

The East Langton Parish Neighbourhood Plan is being formally reviewed to secure additional
powers to prevent unwanted and inappropriate development that are now available to
neighbourhood plans through updated legislation.
Work is in progress to consider what the Neighbourhood Plan should say about the area of
open space known as Thorpe Path to the rear of Old School Walk in Church Langton, which is
currently designated by Harborough District Council as an important ‘Open Space, Sports and
Recreation Site’ for its value to the community as ‘amenity open space’.
To help the Parish Council understand the significance locally of this piece of open space, we
would be grateful if you would complete this short survey (overleaf) by Monday 30 November
and post your response in the post-box at the Community Hall on Stonton Road or alternatively
contact the Parish Council Clerk, Alison Gibson, on 07763 177707 and ask for it to be collected.
You can complete this short survey online if you wish at:

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/oldschoolwalk
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By doing so it will help to speed up the analysis of your responses.
1. How important is this open space to you and your family.
(Please circle from 1 (not important) to 5 (very important)}

1

2

3

4

5

2. How often do you and members of your family use the land for recreation or other
purposes?

Never

Rarely (once or

Sometimes

twice a year)

(Monthly)

3. How would you like to see the field used in the future?

Often (weekly)

Very often (daily)

Yes

No

As it is now – for recreation use
For grazing
For residential development

Name and address (optional). These details will be used solely for the purpose of the survey
and then destroyed.

How many people in your household?

Thank you for taking part in this survey. Closing date for responses is Monday 30
November.
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