Appendix 6

EAST LANGTON PARISH
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
East Langton Parish Landscape: Views Assessment

View of countryside from Church Langton
Introduction
The Parish of East Langton comprises the two settlements of East Langton and Church
Langton on an affluent of the River Welland. Church Langton is on the B6047 road from
Market Harborough to Melton Mowbray, which possibly follows the line of an ancient
trackway. The settlement, identified as part of the High Leicestershire Landscape Character
Area (LCA), stands over 400 ft. above sea level on the crest of a ridge lying between two small
streams, Stonton Brook to the east and Langton Brook to the south, which form the principal
parish boundaries. The ancient parish is narrow in shape, extending westwards and
northwards from the river, broadening out as the ground rises. East Langton lies on the

southern slopes of the ridge, close to Church Langton. The two villages, together with the
settlements of West Langton to the west, Thorpe Langton to the east and Tur Langton to the
north are collectively known as ‘The Langtons’, an area popular with walkers and cyclists.
A significant part of the distinctive character of the parish is the visual connectivity with the
surrounding countryside from public places. Church Langton, sited at the highest point in the
parish, with the substantial tower of St. Peter’s church, (it is said Boston Stump can be seen
from the top of the tower) is a significant landmark. The most distinctive views, particularly
east, toward the Langton Caudle hills create an attractive valley setting with footpaths and
the Langton Caudle bridleway which provide views back towards Church Langton on the crest
of the ridgeway .

View looking towards Church Langton showing example of ridge and furrow in the foreground and
copses and ancient field pattern looking over Stonton Brook.

To the west is the Grade ll listed parkland, of Langton Hall, a late 17th century Grade ll country
house.

View of West Langton Hall from the B6047 Road
From Tur Langton to the north, the heritage of Church Langton comes immediately into view
as the B6047 enters the village, giving a splendid view of the tower of the Grade 2* St. Peter’s
church above the Victorian cottages with the Grade 2* Georgian Old Rectory to the right.

View of Church Langton from the B6047
East Langton is tucked away to the south of the Parish. However, the cricket pitch in East
Langton is noted as having one of the most beautiful settings in the county due the view. The
Parish is clearly viewed across the valley from the Gallow Hill as the B6047 leaves Market
Harborough.

Resident surveys in 2014 through the consultation process for the Neighbourhood Plan, and
public and developers responses to planning applications submitted to Harborough District
Council identified the important views.
Approach
This report documents the principal views from the built areas and designated Open Spaces,
Recreation and Sport, in both settlements.
A current walk round by Parish Councillors has also identified the important views and provided
photographic evidence has been collected from the public highway and other public rights of way. A
desk top survey using Google Maps has provided views of the village from the surrounding
countryside and vehicular entry to the villages.
This evidence accompanies Fig. 10 and 12 in ‘the Plan’. A description of each principal view follows
with accompanying photographs.

1) Principle View looking East from the northern limit of Church Langton village across ridge and
furrow fields and over the valley of Stonton Brook to Langton Caudle.

Views show the ancient ridge and furrow field system looking southeast to Welham church
and the Welland Valley.

2) Principal View looking east and southeast from A79 the footpath in Church Langton
toward Stonton Brook, the Caudle and Thorpe Langton village.
The tower of St. Peter’s is the focus of the village. The landscape baseline appraisal for a
recently approved planning application for 17 houses, acknowledged the view line from the
footpath back towards the tower as a site constraint and took consideration of the view as a
strategy for the development.

3) Principle View from the A79 footpath across the Diocesan Field to the tower of St. Peter’s.

East Langton

4) Principle View looking south west from Main Street across cricket pitch to a variety of tree
copses.
Looking South East you approach the village of East Langton from Church Langton from the
Thorpe Langton Road. The view shows the tree lined cricket pitch in the conservation area.
The cricket ground is described as one of the prettiest in the county.

Back Lane, East Langton

5 & 6) Principle Views looking south from Back Lane showing rolling countryside and the
fishing lake with the ridge line in the distance.
These two views from Back Lane look across the beautiful South Leicestershire countryside
and in particular the valley and wildlife corridor of Langton Brook.
General
There are numerous other locations from public vantage points at the edge of both villages
which provide views of the surrounding countryside. Such views are important to the
character of the area and should be maintained.
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