East Langton Parish NP Review – Executive Summary
1. Background
The opportunity to prepare a neighbourhood plan (NP) was established through the 2011
Localism Act. Once NPs have been formally ‘Made’ (in this case by Harborough District Council
(HDC), it sits alongside the District’s Local Plan and all planning decisions taken by HDC need to
take the NP’s policies into account.
The NP has to be in general conformity with the strategic policies in the District’s Local Plan and
have regard for the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). It cannot promote policies that do
not accord with these requirements. NPs therefore represent the opportunity for local people to
shape planning policy in their area and help to make sure that planning decisions taken by HDC
reflect local issues and not just District-wide concerns. Therefore, they add local detail to HDC
strategic planning policies.

2. Introduction
East Langton Parish Council
initially took the decision to
prepare a NP in 2014. After
a number of consultation
events and a questionnaire
to gauge the thoughts of
the community, the East
Langton Parish NP passed
Referendum on 21 June
2018 with 90% of voters
voting ‘yes’ on a turnout of
41%. Harborough District
Council formally Made the
NP on 26 June 2018.
In the time since the NP was
Made, there have been a
number of important
legislative changes which
impact upon the
neighbourhood planning
process.
The new Harborough Local
Plan has been adopted
(April 2019) and the UK has
left the EU. Meanwhile,
Planning Practice Guidance
in relation to
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neighbourhood planning was updated in the summer of 2019 and updates to the National
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) have taken place in both 2018 and 2019.
These changes have strengthened the range of powers that NPs have where they undertake
residential site allocations.
As a result, the Parish Council took the decision to review their NP towards the end of 2019 to see
how the policies were working and whether any needed to be updated or added to.
This review of the East Langton Parish NP is designed to take advantage of these new powers,
whilst making sure that the Plan remains relevant in a planning landscape altered by the legislative
changes referred to above.
The Parish Council has directed the work and the draft Plan is now ready to go out for PreSubmission consultation. The Corona virus Pandemic has restricted opportunities to hold face to
face meetings with residents of the Parishes.
It is hoped that this Executive Summary of the NP helps to reach everyone in the Parish and to
reinforce in plain English why we are reviewing the NP, how we are doing it and what it contains.
There are still opportunities to shape the final document as there are further consultation stages
still to be undertaken.

3. Key policies
The housing target for the Parish is a minimum of 30 houses, as set by HDC, netted down to
around 11 following recent planning approvals in the Parish (including the development of 17
houses at Church Langton.
All landowners who expressed a desire to develop their land within the lifetime of the NP offered
sites for consideration to help meet this target. Following a comprehensive site selection process,
two sites were selected for allocation, which, along with an allowance for windfall development
achieves the minimum requirement.
Policy H1 describes the two small sites which are allocated in the NP for residential development.
The policy sets conditions that have to be met to ensure that the development is appropriate and
sensitive to its surroundings.
These sites are:
1. Land at Coopers Cottage in East Langton for up to 4 dwellings; and
2. Land at the top of Back Lane in East Langton for up to 6 dwellings.
Both allocations are subject to offering at least two dwellings for Affordable Housing and achieving
sensitive design solutions within the Conservation Area
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By allocating these small sites,
the NP secures significant
additional powers to
safeguard the Parish against
inappropriate development
elsewhere and helps to meet
a need for Affordable housing.
In addition, the NP Review has
taken the opportunity to
establish Settlement
Boundaries for East and
Church Langton to ensure that
development takes place in
the most sustainable
locations.
Policy H2 supports
development within the
Settlement Boundaries where
the proposals meet the policy
requirements in the NP. Land
outside of the Boundaries will
Residential Allocations
be treated as open
countryside, where development will be carefully controlled in line with local and national
strategic planning policies.

East and Church Langton Settlement Boundaries
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Policies on windfall development, housing mix and Affordable Housing remain largely unchanged
and seek to set the conditions that need to be met for development within the Settlement
Boundaries to be supported; for a housing mix to be achieved that prioritises smaller dwellings
and offers support to proposals for Affordable Housing within and adjoining the Settlement
Boundaries.
Policies that were in the Made NP in relation to employment provision have not been altered.
Policy E1 supports appropriate employment related development where there is no adverse
impact on the surrounding area. Policy E2 supports development that enables farms to diversify
where this respects the character of the local area, avoids harmful impacts and where the road
system is capable of accommodating the additional traffic. Other policies promote home working
and support the provision of broadband infrastructure.
A Policy protecting key community services (Primary School, Pubs, Cricket Club, Coronation
Garden, Allotments, Community Hall and Church) is retained.
An existing policy protecting a
range of local heritage assets
is also retained, requiring
development proposals to
take the building or structure
and its setting into account.
The existing buildings and
structures identified for
protection comprise Ledclune
Court stable block, The
Maltings, East Langton, The
Grange, Deene Cottage,
Brooke House and adjoining
property ‘The Cottage’,
Allotment wall and
Local Heritage Asset - Lottery Gravestone
Churchyard wall and Langton
Arms public house. The NP
Review has added ‘Lottery Gravestone’ to this list - John “Paddy” Logan MP erected the
gravestone for his hunter ‘Lottery’ when it died in 1896. He named the hunter after the famous
racehorse who won the first Grand National race in 1839. The racehorse was retired to Astley
Grange Farm stud where it also died. The gravestone is a stone pillar positioned in one of Astley
Grange Farms fields by the A44 footpath at grid reference OSGB36: SP7292.
A policy on design is retained from the Made NP, comprising nine conditions that have to be met
for planning proposals to achieve support. These include the need for development to reflect the
distinctive local character; contain building materials which complement the local vernacular,
boundaries being of native hedging, rural wooden fencing or brick wall of rural design.
Policy Env1 identifies locally important environmental sites for protection against future
development. This is through a policy designating ‘Local Green Spaces’ where development will be
prevented in perpetuity.
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The Made NP secured this designation for the Village Green in Church Langton and the Cricket
Ground and Coronation Gardens in East Langton. In the NP Review, ‘Thorpe Path’ has been added
to this list. The inclusion of this site was not accepted by the Independent Examiner when the first
NP was submitted, but a strengthened evidence base has now been prepared to help justify the
sites inclusion.

Local Green Spaces

Further protection is secured for important trees and for the surviving ridge and furrow fields in
the Parish.
The NP Review has retained the policy identifying and protecting a range of other environmentally
significant sites in the Parish whilst a policy on biodiversity continues to require development
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proposals to protect local habitats
and species. This has not changed
from the Made NP, which also
identifies two wildlife corridors for
protection and enhancement.

Areas of Separation

The NP Review also retains the
‘Areas of Separation’ which were
designated in the Made NP. The
Policy states that ‘Development
proposals which would reduce the
separation of Church Langton and
East Langton and between East
Langton and West Langton Parish
boundary will not be supported’.
Further policies which seek to prevent
development which creates a severe impact
from traffic generation and supports
improvements to the network of footpaths and
footways remain unaltered from the Made NP.

Wildlife Corridor

Locally important views are protected in the NP
Review. These views are North from the west
door of St Peter’s Church and the churchyard
toward the open fields (its medieval context),
East from the northern limit of Church Langton
village across ridge and furrow fields and over
the valley of Stonton Brook to Langton Caudle
and East and southeast from the start of
footpath
A79 in
Church
Langton
toward
Stonton
Brook, the
Caudle and
Thorpe
Langton
village.

The Independent Examiner rejected this policy when
examining the Made NP, so the policy has been reviewed, the
policy wording changed, and the evidence base strengthened.

Locally Important Views
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4. Review
The NP will be subject to further formal review to ensure it remains a helpful tool in determining
planning applications. This is likely to occur when the HDC Local Plan is updated, when housing
need changes or with amendments to national planning policy.

5. What Happens Now?
The Review document is now ready for pre-submission consultation. Parishioners and all
stakeholders will have a period of six weeks to comment on the Plan and the Parish Council will
consider every comment before making any agreed changes to the NP.
This statutory consultation is taking place between 29 July and 9 September 2021. Hard copies of
the NP will be available to view at the Langton Arms and the Bell Public Houses, and at the East
Langton Cricket Club and the Langton Community Hall in Church Langton.
An open event is taking place at the Langton Community Hall on Stonton Road in Church Langton
on Wednesday, 18 August between 5-8 pm where you will have an opportunity to see the Plan
policies and to make comment. We urge you to come along to the Community Hall at this time to
find out about the NP and to let us know what you think.
It will then be considered by the Parish Council and if approved, submitted to HDC, who will
undertake their own six-week consultation and send the NP and all comments received to an
Independent Examiner, who will consider the NP against local and national strategic planning
policies and make recommendations for any changes felt to be necessary.
The NP will then be put forward for a referendum, to be voted on by all those on the electoral roll
in the parish. The NP Review will pass or fail on the basis of a simple majority. Once the Review
document is ‘Made’ by HDC, it will provide even stronger levels of support for the local
community and help ensure that East Langton Parish continues to grow in a controlled and
sensitive manner.
The full NP, along with all appendices and supporting information, can be found on the East
Langton Parish village website https://www.eastlangtonpc.org.uk Comments on the Draft NP
Review can be made by using the Pre-Submission Comments Form / Continuation Form on the
website
Please take the opportunity to comment on the NP through the formal pre-submission
consultation.
All comments made will be responded to and the Independent Examiner will see all comments
that are made and will use this to estimate the extent of local support for the policies in the NP.
If you would like a hard copy please contact the clerk (contact details above) or view at the pubs,
cricket clubhouse or Community Hall.
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